
2007 Farm Bill Miscellaneous Title 
 

Crop Insurance 
• Promotes conservation and protects our nation’s prairies. 

o Denies crop insurance coverage for crops grown on grassland or pasture that has never 
been planted to the breaking of virgin prairie land. 

 
• Expands data mining for crop insurance records to reduce waste, fraud and abuse. 

o Authorizes mandatory funds to search crop insurance records for anomalous patterns that 
indicate potential fraud. 

o Data mining has a proven record of detecting and deterring fraud and abuse in the crop 
insurance program and saving millions of dollars 

 
• Reforms crop insurance to provide better coverage for organic producers. 

o Requires USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) to conduct a thorough risk analysis 
on differences between conventional and organic crops 

o Directs RMA to reduce premium surcharges on organic crops if the analysis 
demonstrates no significant difference in production risks between conventional and 
organic crops.  

o Directs RMA to work with USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) to discover prices 
organic products receive in the marketplace so those prices can be incorporated in the 
crop insurance options available to organic crops.  

 
• Decreases reimbursements to crop insurance companies. 

o The government’s costs for administrative and operating (A & O) expense 
reimbursements paid to crop insurance companies have increased at a greater rate than 
the delivery costs born by the companies during this period of high commodity prices. 

o The 2007 Farm Bill cuts A & O reimbursement by 2.9 percent to control rising government 
costs. 

 
• Authorizes renegotiation of the Standard Reinsurance Agreement (SRA). 

o The SRA governs the terms and conditions under which crop insurance companies 
provide crop insurance to farmers. 

o The last SRA Renegotiation took place in 2005 and the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation (FCIC) currently lacks the authority for further renegotiations. 

o This allows FCIC to conduct periodic renegotiations of the SRA to ensure that the crop 
insurance market reflects current conditions. 

 
• Increases efficiency and education in the crop insurance program to help farmers better 

manage risk. 
o Increases USDA’s focus on risk management education for socially disadvantaged and 

beginning farmers and ranchers. 
 
• Improves access for development of new crop insurance policies. 

o Under current law, proponents of new crop insurance policies risk bearing all of the costs 
associated with developing new policies. 

o The bill creates a new process allowing FCIC to begin sharing the financial risk of 
developing a new crop insurance product. 

 
 
 



Livestock and Poultry
• Provides a new option for producers who have disputes with processors. 

o Directs the Secretary to Agriculture to develop rules and regulations related to arbitration 
between producers and processors and to require the Grain Inspection, Packers, and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) to enforce them. 

 
• Increases market access for small, state inspected meat and poultry processing plants.  

o Allows states with meat inspections programs that are identical to the Federal regulations 
to ship meat and poultry products to other states. 

 
• Implements Mandatory Country of Origin Labeling for meat. 

o Establishes three labeling options for meat:  
1) U.S. Country of Origin label for animals born, raised and slaughtered in the U.S.  
2) Mixed Origin meat label for animals that were not exclusively born, raised and 
slaughtered in the U.S.  
3) Imported Meat label for animals from foreign countries.  

* Labels 2 and 3 would name the country or countries where the animal was  
born, raised and slaughtered. 

o Allows for ground meat products to be labeled with a narrative list of countries from which 
the products could be derived but does not require the label to specify the percentage of 
product from the respective countries. 

o Provides verification of country of origin through existing documentation, for example, 
normal business records, animal health papers, import or customs documents, or 
producer affidavits. 

 
Socially Disadvantaged Producers
• Increases funding for and service by the Section 2501 Socially Disadvantaged Farmers 

and Ranchers Outreach and Technical Assistance Program. 
o Establishes mandatory funding of $15 million per year for 5 years for a total of $75 

million.  
o Amends the 2501 program to better meet the needs of socially disadvantaged farmers 

and ranchers by: 
 Enhancing the coordination of the outreach, technical assistance, and 

educational efforts authorized under agriculture programs 
 Assisting the Secretary in reaching and improving participation of prospective 

socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 
 Allowing any agency in the USDA to make grants and enter in to contracts with 

Community Based Organizations 
 Requiring the Secretary of Agriculture to provide Congress with an annual report 

on the program’s operation and any ideas on making programs more available 
 
• Improves transparency and accountability for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and 

Ranchers. 
o Requires USDA to annually compile application and participation rate data for socially 

disadvantaged farmers and ranchers in USDA programs 
o Authorizes all USDA agencies to collect and transmit any data to the Secretary, 

including data on race, gender, and ethnicity 
 
 
 
 



 
• Funds the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program with $15 million per year 

in mandatory funding. 
o The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program provides training, 

education, outreach and technical assistance initiatives for beginning farmers and 
ranchers 

 
• Requires USDA to provide a receipt of service or denial of service in any case in which a 

producer or landowner, or prospective producer or landowner requests one. 
 
• Directs the Secretary of Agriculture to find a permanent location for the USDA Office of 

Outreach  
o Moves responsibility for USDA’s Outreach and Technical Assistance Program and the 

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program to the Office of Outreach.  
o The Office of Outreach will also administer the Beginning Farmer and Rancher 

Development Act 
 
• Establishes a Farmworker Coordinator in the Office of Outreach.  

o The coordinator will be responsible for serving as a liaison to groups that represent low 
income migrant and seasonal farmworkers; coordinating with USDA and State and local 
governments to assure that farmworker needs are met during declared disasters and 
emergencies; and assuring that farmworkers have access to services and support to 
enter agriculture as producers. 

 
• Establishes a Minority Farmer and Rancher Advisory Committee at USDA to accomplish 

the following: 
o Review civil rights cases to ensure that they are processed in a timely manner, 
o Report quarterly to the Secretary of Agriculture on civil rights enforcement and outreach; 
o Recommend to the Secretary corrective actions to prevent civil rights violations.   
o Review the operation of the USDA’s Outreach and Assistance for Socially 

Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers under Section 2501 
 
Other Provisions 
• Allows the Secretary of Agriculture to make surplus USDA computers or technical 

equipment available to any city or town in a rural area. 
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